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Last week about 200 delegates from international organizations with offices in Central America and
24 other nations convened in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, to participate in a conference sponsored by
the Central American Committee on Environment and Development. Delegates were meeting to
approve the Central American Forestry Action Plan (Plan de Accion Forestal de CentroamericaPATFCA), an initiative by the region's heads of state aimed at slowing the rate of deforestation.
According to a report released by the United Nations, about 70% of Central American forestland
has been destroyed in the past 40 years. Ongoing destruction, said the report, has become a serious
obstacle to economic recovery. An estimated 3% of remaining forest resources are cleared every
year. Even minimal reforestation will likely cost over $200 million. A related problem is falling
water tables throughout the region, leading to prolonged drought cycles, a reduction in irrigated
crop land, high temperatures, and reduced potential for hydroelectric power generation. The
report stated that the region's forests, water resources, coastlines, and fisheries resources are
being "undermined, wasted, poorly administered, and reduced both in quality and quantity." In
Honduras, annual deforestation is equivalent to about 80,000 ha. Deforestation is attributed to rapid
population growth, socio-political conditions, concentrated land tenure structure, forest fires, the
use of trees for fire wood, and the use of forest lands for grazing livestock. According to the UN
study, environmental destruction and the majority of Central Americans' abject poverty are part of a
vicious cycle which makes daily life increasingly intolerable. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 09/06/91)
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